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Infographics



• Data visualization

• What is an infographic?

• Graphic Storytelling

• Elements of designing a good infographic

• Resources – places to create and explore

• Questions?

What will we be covering?



A PICTURE IS 

WORTH A 
THOUSAND 

WORDS…



History: Cave Drawings 30,000 BC



History: Hieroglyphics 3,000 BC



History: Charts 1790
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• Edward Tufte

Data Visualization



Using visual elements helps 

to create a story, which 
helps consumers to 
connect.



1. Define the problem

2. Define the data to be represented

3. Define the dimensions required to 
represent the data

4. Define the structures of the data

5. Define the interaction required from the 
visualization

Steps for visualizing data



• https://www.business2community.com/infographics/ima
ges-vs-text-data-winning-visuals-infographic-0887861

• Our brain processes visuals 60,000x faster than 
text

• 90% of information transmitted to the brain is 
visual

• 50% of the brain is active in visual processing
• 40% of people respond better to visual info 

than text

• 70% of all sensory receptors are in your eyes

https://www.business2community.com/infographics/images-vs-text-data-winning-visuals-infographic-0887861


via @socialmedia2day

https://twitter.com/socialmedia2day




in·fo·graph·ic

ˌinfōˈɡrafik/

noun

a visual image such as a 
chart or diagram used to 
represent information or 

data.

"a good infographic is 
worth a thousand words"



Any visual information 

would be considered 

an infographic
• Road signs

• Icons

• Symbols etc.

Using that definition…





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV4hnb2XKqc



• Statistical infographics

• Informational infographics

• Timeline infographics

• Process infographics

• Geographic infographics

• Comparison infographics

• Hierarchical infographics

• List infographics

• Resume infographics

9 types of infographics

https://venngage.com/blog/9-types-of-infographic-template/



• Quickly communicate messages

• Simplify large amounts of data

• Identify trends and patterns in data

• Communicate insights quickly

• Present complex data

• Explain how things work

Uses of infographics



SMART ART, CANVA, 

AND EXCEL DEMO



CRAP
• Contrast 

• Repitition

• Alignment 

• Proximity

(Available at Skokie Public Library)



CRAP
• Why focus on these elements?

–Consistency

–Readability

–Focus

(Available at Skokie Public Library)



CONTRAST



• Color

• Weight

• Shape

• Size

• Classification

Contrast









REPITITION
The principle of Repetition states that 
you repeat some aspect of the design 
throughout the entire artwork. Repeating 
elements can vary from using the same 
color or the same font, a particular bullet 
point or a certain design element.







ALIGNMENT
According to the principle of Alignment, nothing 
should be placed arbitrarily on the 
page. Everything should have a connection with 
some other items. When elements are aligned 
carefully on the page, they make up a “stronger 
cohesive unit”, even if they are physically 
separated from each other.





PROXIMITY
According to the principle of Alignment, nothing 
should be placed arbitrarily on the 
page. Everything should have a connection with 
some other items. When elements are aligned 
carefully on the page, they make up a “stronger 
cohesive unit”, even if they are physically 
separated from each other.







http://blog.visme.co/elements-principles-good-design/





• No more than three or four of anything 
(colors, fonts)

• Keep it SIMPLE

• Rule of Thirds

• Infographics and templates

Standard Design Tips



Font Choices



Rule of Thirds



• https://www.teachthought.com/technolo
gy/46-tools-to-make-infographics-in-the-

classroom/



Questions?

Time to play.



Want a copy of this presentation?

Visit www.skokielibrary.info/handouts 

where this presentation will be available 

for four weeks.

Thank You!


