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• CRAP Design Principles

• PowerPoint Smart Art and Canva for 

dynamic graphics

• Finding free images on the internet 

(Creative Commons)

• Activity

• Questions?

What will we be covering?



CRAP
• Contrast 

• Repetition 

• Alignment 

• Proximity

(Available at Skokie Public Library)



CRAP
• Why focus on these elements?

–Consistency

–Readability

–Focus

Makes it user friendly



CONTRAST
The purpose of Contrast is to differentiate similar 

elements from each other. If two elements are 

not exactly the same, make them different!



• Color

• Weight

• Shape

• Size

• Classification

Contrast









REPETITION
The principle of Repetition states that 

you repeat some aspect of the design 

throughout the entire artwork. Repeating 

elements can vary from using the same 

color or the same font, a particular bullet 

point or a certain design element.





ALIGNMENT
According to the principle of Alignment, nothing 

should be placed arbitrarily on the 

page. Everything should have a connection with 

some other items. When elements are aligned 

carefully on the page, they make up a “stronger 

cohesive unit”, even if they are physically 

separated from each other.







PROXIMITY
The principle of Proximity states that 

you group elements together that are 

related to each other. To obey the rule of 

proximity, move related objects close to 

each other. This way, the whole artwork 

will be easier to scan through.





• Move the boxes 

around and see 

how things 

align, show 

case proximity

This is a demo of how to 

align and shows proximity 

matters



• No more than three or four of anything 

(colors, fonts)

• Keep it SIMPLE

• Rule of Thirds

• Infographics and templates

Standard Design Tips



Font Choices



Rule of Thirds



SmartArt Graphics



Templates



Canva



Creative Commons



• Take a look at some of the templates 

available on Powerpoint and see if you 

can recognize the design elements 

featured today

Time to Explore!



• Using the design principles and resources 

discussed, make a presentation of your 

choice or use a suggestion from below:

– The four seasons and the calendar

– A business proposal for a new shoe 

company 

Create a presentation



QUESTIONS?



Want a copy of this presentation?

Visit www.skokielibrary.info/handouts 

where this presentation will be available 

for four weeks.

Thank You!


