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Don’t be fooled by a fake:  

Finding credible information 



• History of fake news

• Difference between Clickbait vs fake news vs ads vs 

satirical news 

• How to evaluate a website for accuracy

• Browser extensions to try

• Finding unbiased and multiple viewpoints on an issue

What we will learn:



• Librarians at the Reference Desk

• 1 on 1 consultations with a librarian

• News Articles Databases 

https://skokielibrary.info/resources/research/articles/ 

• Civic Lab https://skokielibrary.info/resources/civic-lab/ 

• Understanding Fake News blog post 

https://skokielibrary.info/blog/88/understanding-fake-news/

Resources are available through 

the Skokie Public Library



Fake news is older than you think

http://www.rarenewspapers.com



“You furnish the pictures,

and I’ll furnish the war.”

via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Journal98.gif


The Baltimore Sun 



“Some historians also have noted that 

yellow journalism features poorly 

researched stories, anonymous sources, 

sometimes sympathy for or exploitation 

of the underdog and often self 

promotion for the writer and/or news 

outlet.” (Columbia College Professor 

and Journalism Historian Norma Green). 

Sound familiar? 



Sometimes the fake news is amusing



Or about celebrities 



• To change public opinion

• $$$$$

– Ad revenue

– Scams 

• Bias

– Even if it’s not true, it sounds like it could be true

• Laziness

– Failing to click on the link and just believing the 

headline

– Failing to research further the claims of the story  

Why does fake news exist?



So how do you not 

get fooled by a fake?



Evaluate your source



http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus



• Because octopuses are ocean creatures

• Tongue in cheek tone of the site 

(especially the FAQs)

• Sighting pictures 

Clues that the Pacific Northwest 

Tree Octopus is not real



•RADCAB

•CRAAP

•CARS

Using a checklist method



http://www.radcab.com/



http://ucsd.libguides.com/pr

euss/webeval



Rock Canyon Learning Commons  

https://sites.google.com/a/dcsdk12.org/rchs-learning-commons/inquiry/citing-sources


• Evaluate the Headline

• Evaluate the site

• Glance at the story

• Dig Deeper

Combining all those methods



• Font size  

• ALL CAPS

• Judgement words and insults

• Sensational words and phrases 

– Shocking News

– What “THEY” won’t tell you/aren’t telling you

– Watch now before it’s too late

• Weird looking or typosquatter URLs

• Too good to be true promises

Headlines
Look out for…



• Have you heard of the website?

• Are there other outlandish sounding stories on 
their site?

• Does the story have a date on it?

• Can you contact the author of the story? Is there 
one? 

• Are the photos accredited to someone? 

• Does the story read like the author’s spellcheck is 
broken?  

• Does the author cite their source or sources? 

Easy things to evaluate



• Are other sites reporting the story?  

• Can you contact the people behind the 

site?  

• Can you look up independently the 

studies or information they cite? 

• Can you verify the story or the facts cites 

using a fact checking site?

Digging Deeper



But I often don’t have time for 

all these steps

These are great



• Click off that story

• Verify the story using a fact checking site

• Read the original study/source cited in the story

• Read what other sources are saying

When in doubt…



Tools to use 



• AdDetector

– https://goo.gl/V77t0f

• B.S. Detector

– https://goo.gl/vZdups 

• FiB

– https://goo.gl/Xjsyem 

• Media Bias/Fact Check Icon

– https://goo.gl/dnGhs2

• Who Runs This

– https://goo.gl/PWZXBG 

Browser extensions



Fact checking sites



Snopes 





Fact Check



• https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fa

ct-checker/?utm_term=.1d79fe87f82d

Fact Checker from Washington Post



Multiple Viewpoints



AllSides



Perspecs



Pew Report

http://www.journalism.org/2014/10/21/political-polarization-media-habits/

http://www.journalism.org/2014/10/21/political-polarization-media-habits/


Watch out for



Satirical News and 

Entertainment sites



The Onion 







The Babylon Bee



Clickbait







Ads, fake coupons and giveaways



Ads and Advertorials









Coupons



• It was not posted by the retailer's verified social media 

account 

• The referring URL is not the official retailer’s site 

• The discount is too good

• There’s no fine print

• They ask you to fill out a survey to get the coupon

• They ask for credit card numbers or banking 

information on those cutomer surveys. 

• They ask for personal information but don’t have a 

privacy policy.

Coupons: How to tell it is fake



What’s wrong with this picture?







Fake Surveys and Giveaways



• Punctuation or extra words in the name.

• Off brand

– Low quality photos

– Unprofessional language (bad grammar, 

misspellings, etc.).

• No fine print

• It’s too good to be true

• It requires you to like, share or comment on the 

post to get your prize (against Facebook’s 

policies) 

How to tell a fake giveaway



Delta’s official Facebook page



Fake Surveys and 

Giveaways

How do we know it is fake?



• Be skeptical 

• Look deeper

• Don’t share bad information

• Examine your own bias

• Read widely 

If you remember nothing 

else from tonight except…



Practice time



• Food Babe  https://foodbabe.com/

• http://16wmpo.com/

• http://beforeitsnews.com/

• http://www.trinfinity8.com

Fakers

https://foodbabe.com/
http://16wmpo.com/
http://beforeitsnews.com/
http://www.trinfinity8.com/


Want a copy of this presentation?

Visit www.skokielibrary.info/handouts 

where this presentation will be available 

for four weeks.

Thank You


