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Reddit

• Don’t share personal data.

• Have multiple accounts

• Much less self-censorship, 

freely express unpopular 

opinions. 

• Weirdness is ok.

Facebook

• Do use their real names, 

photos, and info.

• Self-censor

• Don’t share every opinion.

• Try to seem normal.

In general…

<- Snoo



• Can read anything anonymously

• Must have an account to submit a text post or 
a direct link to another web page.

• Can upvote / downvote any post or comment.  
Posts and comments with the most upvotes sort 
to the top of a thread.



• User accounts can accumulate karma, similar 
to “brownie points”.  

• Reddit occasionally changes the karma 
formula, for now “comment” and “submissions” 
are separate.

• Some users (trolls) want only negative karma, 
so be cautious.



• Users can anonymously give “gold” for a good 
post or comment.  It costs $3.99 and supports 
Reddit.

• People with gold can see more links per page, 
keep info on their friends, get entry to the 
“lounge”.

• /r/goldbenefits/ for more details.



Reddit has:

• 542 million monthly visitors.

• The #4 most visited website in the US

• The #14 most visited website in the world

• Founded in 2005 by Steve Huffman and Alexis Ohanian.



- New York Times, 

October 1, 2014



.

Twitter – May 2, 2017, Humans of New York



All time most favorite r/aww
http://i.imgur.com/hKONDKp.gifv



Ways to try Reddit:

• Go to www.reddit.com from any internet 

browser

• Android

– Reddit, the official App

– Reddit is fun

• iOS

– Narwhal

– Reddit, the official App



1. NSFW is Not Safe for Work, probably 

has nudity.

2. NSFL is Not Safe for Looking, probably 

has bodily harm.

3. Death is well-labelled.



Ways to improve Reddit:

Limit NSFW content 

1. After you login, click on 

preferences

2. In the “content options”, 

deselect that you are 
over 18 years old.

3. NSFW tagged posts won’t 

show in your feed.



Another r/aww favorite
https://i.imgur.com/VaeBUuj.gifv



Ways to improve Reddit:

Reddit Enhancement Suite

• A Chrome and Firefox extension

• https://www.reddit.com/r/Enhancement 
and click on the FAQ

• Can hide certain comments

• Can highlight your friends



Click on anything blue, or on a thumbnail on the left side.



Top banner displayed on a desktop

“My subreddits” drop-down arrow to see 

all subscribed subreddits.

Login on the right side.



Logging in not required.

Get an account to:

• Subscribe to specific subreddits

• Comment and vote on posts

Camera shutter 
speed synced to 
helicopter’s rotor





Image page

r/OldSchoolCool

https://i.imgur.com/7DXR56r.jpg



r/OldSchoolCool



r/OldSchoolCool

https://www.reddit.co

m/r/OldSchoolCool/co

mments/67bij0/my_gra

ndfather_mom_and_un

cle_in_1939_relaxing/



https://www.reddit.com/r/OldSch

oolCool/comments/67bij0/my_gr

andfather_mom_and_uncle_in_19

39_relaxing/

Some of the 
comment 
stream.  



No personal information required to create an 

account.

It will ask to verify an email address in case you 

forget your password.



Click Edit in the upper 
right corner.

To update homefeed
subreddits:

Subscribe or unsubscribe



https://i.imgur.com/C3SAAd5.gifv

https://www.reddit.com/r/aww/comments/68o0rc/the_little_duckling_that_could/



Reddit 

Gold!



Battling subs:

r/The Red Pill vs r/The Blue Pill

r/The_Donald vs r/BannedFromThe_Donald

r/Trebuchet vs r/Catapult



Where do most links 
come from?  

Depends on the 
subreddit.





Buzz words – always have multiple definitions

Dank – “moist”;  undesirable.

Trolling – mean teasing to make someone angry

Memes - a humorous image, video, piece of 
text, etc., that is copied (often with slight 
variations) and spread rapidly by Internet users.

Trees – marijuana



Meta – referring to itself or to the conventions of its genre; self-referential



Memes:

DickButt

Rage comics



How a sub works:

• Someone creates a sub (you can too!)

• That person can ask others to help as 
Moderators.

• Sub standards and rules are negotiated and 
posted on the sidebar

• New users can subscribe to the sub, then 
post.  Sometimes a moderator must approve 
the subscription.



scary:

r/noSleep

r/LibraryOfShadows

r/UnresolvedMysteries

r/LetsNotMeet

r/OldSchoolCreepy

r/ShortScaryStories



Subs about Reddit:

r/MuseumOfReddit

r/bestof

r/AMADisasters



Amazing movies:     HighQualityGifs



Famous or infamous users:

4chan users – 4chan is another website and often 

their users troll Reddit discussions.  Messy.

Unidan – a crow biologist famous for answering science 

questions, banned for having multiple accounts to get 

upvotes.

Gallowboob – frequently on the “front page”, is good at 

getting karma 



Famous or infamous sub:   r/PunchableFaces

Martin Shkreli, ex-president of Turing Pharmaceuticals 



r/FatPeopleHate





- Washington Post, June 12, 2015



Reddit CEO Ellen Pao banned the groups 

for hate speech.  Censorship?

She resigned and Steve Huffman took 
over.



The Atlantic – July 2013



Reddit went nuts after the Boston 

Marathon bombings.



r/iAMA – ask me anything

Obama broke the internet in 2012



r/AMADisasters for when it goes badly

Woody Harelson’s AMA 
was probably done by his 
publicist.





Want a copy of this presentation?

Visit www.skokielibrary.info/handouts 

where this presentation will be available 

for four weeks.

Thank You


