
Top Gardening 

Websites & 

Apps 
Garden smarter, garden 

better. 



How to tell if a website is  

reliable 

 Domain names:  

 .com=commercial 

 .org=nonprofit 

 .edu=educational 

 .gov=government 

 ABOUT or FAQ page 

 Consider geography 

 



National Organizations 

 

http://www.garden.org/
http://www.davesgarden.com/


National Gardening Assn. 
 Plant finder 

 Weed library 

 Food garden guide 

 Plant care guides 

 Gardening articles & regional reports 

 How to videos 

 Pest control library 

http://www.garden.org/


U.S. Government 

 US Dept of Agriculture 

 Links to extension services 

 Home and garden information 

 National Arboretum 

 Organic gardening 

 Horticultural information 

 Plant hardiness zones 

 USDA vegetable laboratory 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?parentnav=TRAVEL_RECREATION&navid=GARDENING&navtype=RT
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?parentnav=TRAVEL_RECREATION&navid=GARDENING&navtype=RT
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?parentnav=TRAVEL_RECREATION&navid=GARDENING&navtype=RT
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?parentnav=TRAVEL_RECREATION&navid=GARDENING&navtype=RT
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?parentnav=TRAVEL_RECREATION&navid=GARDENING&navtype=RT


Dave’s Garden 

 Online community of gardeners who 

share information 

 Includes discussion forums 

 Searchable plant database including 

images, info and comments 

 Searches limited if not registered member 

but membership is free 

 Location, location, location! 

 

 

http://www.davesgarden.com/


Gardening in Illinois 

 Zone maps & frost date 

 

http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/


University of Illinois Extension 

 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/state/programarea.cfm?ProgramAreaID=14




Gardens 

http://www.chicagobotanic.org/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/


Chicago Botanic Garden 
Your Garden 

 Gardening Help – Plant Information 

 General & specific plant information 

 FAQ Topics 

 Articles 

 Plant finder – for plants in the garden 

 Plant Evaluation 

 Illinois’ Best Plants 

 Plant search, plant index + glossary & 
resources 

 

 

http://www.chicagobotanic.org/research/ornamental_plant_research/plant_evaluation
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/index.php
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/research/plant_evaluation/index.php
http://www.bestplants.org/
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/


 

 

Missouri Botanic Garden 

  Plant finder 

 

 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Lurie Garden 

 

 

 

 

http://luriegarden.org/


Gardening Magazines 

 



Fine Gardening Magazine 

 Primarily for ornamental gardening 

 Includes info about annuals, perennials, 

trees, shrubs, bulbs, vines, grasses, ground 

covers & container plants 

 Social media – id plants, share info 

 How to videos (includes veggies) 

 Pronunciation guide 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.finegardening.com/


Better Homes & Gardens 

 Go to Gardening 

 Garden designs-”garden plans” 

 Plant finder 

 Articles 

 Links to White Flower Farm if  

    you want to buy plants 

 Downside-lots of ads! 

 

 

http://www.bhg.com/gardening/plans/
http://www.bhg.com/gardening/


Chicagoland Gardening 

Magazine 

 Local resource guide 

 Seasonal tips 

 Q & A 

 Mike Nowak columns 

 

 

http://www.chicagolandgardening.com/


Horticulture Magazine 

 Informative  and educational articles 

 Teaches the serious gardener how to be 

better 

 Gardening forums 

 Blogs 

 Covers ornamental and edible gardening 

http://www.hortmag.com/


Vegetable Gardener 

 Produced by same company as Fine 

Gardening – articles, video, recipes 

 In the kitchen 

 Projects 

 Living 

 Go organic 

 gallery 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vegetablegardener.com/


Organic Gardening Magazine 

 Published by Rodale Press 

 Geared mostly to vegetable gardening 

 Includes articles, forums, blogs, 

    videos & recipes 

 Can sign up for free newsletters 

 Free downloadable articles such 

    as companion planting & seed 

    starting chart 

 

 

 

http://www.organicgardening.com/


Wildflowers & Natives 

 
 Illinois Wildflowers     

 Prairie, savanna and thicket, woodland, 
wetland, trees, shrubs, woody vines, grasses & 
sedges, weedy wildflowers 

http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/


Prairie Moon Nursery 

  Good source of information about native 

plants. Seeds & plants for sale.  

 

 

http://www.prairiemoon.com/home.php


Media 

 HGTV 

 Youtube channels such as:  

 P. Allen Smith channel 

 U. of Illinois Extension channel  

 

http://www.hgtv.com/gardening/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/PAllenSmith
https://www.youtube.com/user/UIExtension


Garden Design 

 Perennial Garden Design (also available 

in Spanish) from University of Illinois 

Extension 
 Helps you design your perennial garden, includes 

site assessment, garden style, perennial selection 

& placement, bed preparation 

 Garden Design Magazine 

 Design ideas   

 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/gardendesign/
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/gardendesign/
http://www.gardendesign.com/ideas


Garden Design 

 
 Garden Planner 

 Online design tool 

  Download free  

    trial version for  

    Windows or Mac 

http://www.smallblueprinter.com/garden/planner.html
http://www.smallblueprinter.com/garden/planner.html


Rating Catalogs 

 Cyndi's Catalog of Garden Catalogs 

 Contacts and critiques of more than 2,000 

catalogs from around the world 

 Garden Watchdog from Dave’s Garden 

 top 30 mail order garden companies rated 

by Dave’s Garden customers 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gardenlist.com/
http://www.gardenlist.com/
http://davesgarden.com/products/gwd/
http://davesgarden.com/products/gwd/


Insect Pests 

 University of Illinois Bug Review 
 search by name or location (ie tree, 

vegetable, flower) 

http://urbanext.illinois.edu/bugreview/
http://urbanext.illinois.edu/bugreview/


IPM  
(integrated pest management) 

 University of Illinois Extension IPM  

 

 

http://ipm.illinois.edu/hyg/


Weeds 

  Turf Grass weeds 

 Is this plant a weed? U. of MN Extension 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.turf.uiuc.edu/weed_web/index.htm
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/diagnose/weed/


Apps for Android & iOS 

 



Our Rose Garden 

 Information about various roses 

 How to plant and prune roses 

 How to protect roses in the winter 

 Gallery to keep track of favorite roses with 

notes 

 Information on diseases and pests, and 

includes several University of Illinois Extension 

YouTube videos about rose care. 

 Available from Google Play or Apple Store 

 

 

 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/state/apps.cfm


 

 

 

 

 
Virtual Garden & Patio Planting  

 

 

 

http://suntorycollection.com/popup/container_design.html


Garden Calculator 

 

 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.sidetop.landscapecalc


Vegetable Garden Planner 

 Pocket reference for experienced & 

novice gardeners 

 Will help you successfully  

   grow and harvest over 90  

   vegetables and herbs 

 Available for iPhone & Android 

 

 

 

http://www.vegetablegardenplanner.com/vegetable-garden-iphone-app.html


Electronic Field Guide 

 For identifying trees (for iOS) 

 Currently only for trees of the Northeast 

 Designed by scientists from Columbia, 

University of Maryland & the Smithsonian 

 

 

http://leafsnap.com/

