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A Few Notes
Language and preferred identifiers change over 

time. The historical materials I share today use a 

variety of terms, including "Colored" and "Negro" 

which were the preferred term for Black and 

African Americans in the early 1900s and mid-

century respectively.

History is constantly being written and rewritten as 

new sources and evidence come to light. This 

history is by no means complete, and we invite 

you to share your perspectives with us at

museum@skokieparks.org.
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Chicago 
Tribune,
<Jan. 22, 1904

April 17, 1922>

Early start to the Great Migration

Many North Shore towns prohibit 

or are about to prohibit residents 

based on race and ethnicity, 

especially Black and Jewish 

residents

Fearmongering and clearly 

coded racist language

Planning for segregation

(Note: Niles Center = Skokie)



1.

2.

3.

Zoning, c. 1904-1917 and Beyond

Early zoning is industry and race-based – latter 
struck down in 1917 Buchanan v. Warley

Future zoning is economic-based, pricing 
many people out of the market

Public Housing, c. 1935-1974

Public housing projects intensely segregated, 
disproportionately built and maintained 
for White citizens, leading to overcrowding and 
poor conditions in many Black neighborhoods

Federal Housing Aid, c. 1934-1968

Federal assistance available to White buyers in 
White neighborhoods and builders of these

Whites buy homes (often SFHs in suburbs) and 
move out of urban public housing, building 
federally subsidized home equity while leaving 
deteriorating buildings for Black citizens
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Legalizing Housing Discrimination

1931



Redlining From the Mapping Inequality Project:
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining

1940

https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining


Racially Restrictive
Covenants
1921-c. 1948/1968/Today?

From the Chicago Covenants Project: 
https://www.chicagocovenants.com/

Volunteer-driven project mapping restricted covenants and 
plats in Cook County – only about 20% complete so far.

Central Park 
Addition,

c. 1940-1965

Harmswood Manor,
c. 1930-1980

Concord Lane 
Subdivision,
c. 1942-1980

Blietz 
Williams-

burg 
Village, 
c. 1950-

1980

https://www.chicagocovenants.com/


East Side 
Property 
Owners' 
Association
Membership limited by race, sex, and age in 

1940 original Constitution and bylaws
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1961
Mr. and Mrs. Jones become first African 

American couple to buy home in Skokie

Real estate agent buys a front page ad

Niles Township's HRC sends out letter 

introducing Joneses and addressing 

rumors and falsehoods

Village of Skokie creates its HRC



Village of Skokie releases a "Short-Range Program for Dealing with Imminent Move-In of a Non-White Family to a White Neighborhood"
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1962
- Dr. Gwen Fortune, 1984 Skokie Review

Scan to read 
her memoir 

Outsider in the 
Promised Land 

through 
SPL >>>



1965: North 
Shore Summer 
Project (NSSP) & 
Chicago Freedom 
Movement
NSSP conducts research, outreach, vigils, and march

MLK & team start fight for fair housing based in Chicago
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"I have seen many demonstrations in the south 
but I have never seen anything so hostile and 
so hateful as I've seen here today." - Martin 

Luther King, Jr. remarking on Aug. 5, 1966 
march in Chicago



The Skokie Plan, 1965-1966
Illinois Fair Housing Bill based off 
the Skokie Plan initially

Skokie HRC Co-Chair Don Perille 
advocated for changes based off 
Skokie’s results
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Emphasized voluntary fair housing 
and community education

Village concluded efforts were valuable 
but ultimately ineffective at promoting 
fair housing.



1967

1968

1968

Skokie Passes Fair Housing Ordinance

Takes effect Jan. 1, 1968

Includes complaint and resolution process

Illinois Passes Fair Housing Bill

Skokie HRC Co-Chair Don Perille assists 
with its passing

Federal Fair Housing Act Signed

Outlaws redlining and racial covenants, 
but lacked enforcement

Amendments passed in 1974, 1988 to 
expand protections and enforcement
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Fair Housing Passed



Skokie Life,
March 18, 1971

"It's a fact of life that many white people and few black 
people live in Skokie. ... It is not an accident. The separatism 

of America is white separatism, not by accident but by 
institutional design. That's the way white people have 

wanted it and have built and maintained it."



Skokie Life,
March 18, 1971

"White Americans never 
fully realize what the 

Negro can never fully 
forget, that white society is 

deeply implicated in the 
ghetto. White institutions 

created it, white 
institutions maintain it, 

and white society 
condones it. ... We are all 
implicated in the poverty 
and racism of America. 

The problem isn't 
somewhere else, it is 

here."
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Outsider in the 
Promised Land: Black 
Family in Jewish 
Community
Gwen Fortune Friends Disappear: 

The Battle for Racial 
Equality in Evanston

Mary Barr
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Family Properties: 
Race, Real Estate, 
and the Exploitation 
of Black Urban 
America
Beryl Satter

Skokie Fair 
Housing Online 

Exhibit
Skokie Public 

Library

Recommended Reading: Local

“50 Years Later, 
Fair Housing 
Movement on 
North Shore 
Marches On”
WTTW

The Chicago 
Freedom 

Movement
Mary Lou Finley, 

Bernard LaFayette 
Jr., James R. Ralph

“Forgetting How to 
Hate: The Evolution of 

White Responses to 
Integration in Chicago, 

1946-1987” 
(dissertation)
Chris Ramsey

Les Brownlee: The 
Autobiography of 
a Pioneering 
African-American 
Journalist
Les Brownlee

Blueprint for Disaster: 
The Unraveling of 

Chicago Public Housing
D. Bradford Hunt

Block by Block: 
Neighborhoods and 

Public Policy on 
Chicago’s West Side

Amanda I. Seligman

Crossing the Class 
and Color Lines: From 
Public Housing to 
White Suburbia
Leonard Rubinowitz 
and James Rosenbaum

Skokie Local Suburbs Chicago

https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/items/show/865
https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/items/show/865
https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/items/show/865
https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/items/show/865
https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/exhibits/show/skokie-fair-housing-1961-1971/skokie-fair-housing
https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/exhibits/show/skokie-fair-housing-1961-1971/skokie-fair-housing
https://skokiehistory.omeka.net/exhibits/show/skokie-fair-housing-1961-1971/skokie-fair-housing
https://news.wttw.com/2015/07/23/50-years-later-fair-housing-movement-north-shore-marches
https://news.wttw.com/2015/07/23/50-years-later-fair-housing-movement-north-shore-marches
https://news.wttw.com/2015/07/23/50-years-later-fair-housing-movement-north-shore-marches
https://news.wttw.com/2015/07/23/50-years-later-fair-housing-movement-north-shore-marches
https://news.wttw.com/2015/07/23/50-years-later-fair-housing-movement-north-shore-marches
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_diss/2844/
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_diss/2844/
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_diss/2844/
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_diss/2844/
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_diss/2844/


Title Author/Editor

The Color of Law Richard Rothstein

Arbitrary Lines: How Zoning Broke the American City and How to Fix It M. Nolan Gray

The Fight for Fair Housing Gregory Squires

When Affirmative Action Was White Ira Katznelson

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration Isabel Wilkerson

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent Isabel Wilkerson

Cold War, Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy Mary Dudziak

Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the 20th Century Andrew Wiese

Not in My Neighborhood: How Bigotry Shaped a Great American City Antero Pietila

Surrogate Suburbs Todd M. Michney

Fragile Rights Within Cities: Government, Housing, and Fairness John Goering

Housing Segregation in Suburban America since 1960 Charles M. Lamb

Moving Toward Integration: The Past and Future of Fair Housing Richard Sander et al.

Perspectives on Fair Housing Vincent Reina et al.

Race for Profit Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor

Segregation by Design: Local Politics and Inequality in American Cities Jessica Trounstine

Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes Community Action Mara S. Sidney16

Recommended Reading: National
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